Tips on getting Website listed with Search Engines based on past Experience 
I searched the web for information on how to do this effectively and inexpensively.  There are a lot of articles out there on the subject.  I ended up submitting to DMOZ Open Directory and Claymont Search Engine Directory for free.  In addition, I spent a couple of days figuring out how to create a sitemap and submitted it to Google.  If you sign up for a free Google account, you get to use their webmaster tools for free.  One of their tools is a Google Sitemap Generator and Editor.  I entered my URL into it and it generated a sitemap for me which required some corrections. I followed their instructions and saved it to my computer as sitemap.xml.  I then went to Webhostingpad control panel and opened File Manager.  I opened my Web Root directory and uploaded the sitemap.xml file from my computer.  I had to respond to a note saying Internet Exployer had blocked it from being uploaded.  I gave permission to upload the file.  Once it was in Web Root as sitemap.xml, I tried to access it by typing in my website URL followed by /sitemap.xml.  It worked.  I logged in to Google Webmaster Tools – Sitemaps and added my URL for the sitemap, i.e. <my website url>/sitemap.xml.  After about an hour, it came back with status OK.  I then had to verify that I am the true owner of the website.  They gave me a choice of adding some HTML code to the home page or uploading a file with the name that they provided.  I choose to upload a file.  I created a file using Notepad, saved it to my computer and uploaded it to Web Root, the same directory where I put the sitemap. I clicked on verify and it said it was successful. About a day after providing Google with my sitemap, I did several searches on Google to see if it would find my site.  It did but listed my site 4 to 9 pages from the top of the list of hits. I started looking for ways to improve my ranking with Google.  I also submitted to Yahoo and MSN.  It took them a week or two to index my site.   Based on my experience, I recommend you take the time to create and submit a sitemap.  Just for good measure I made several more free submittals to search engines identified by http://www.freewebsubmission.com/.
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